
MINUTES 
 

COMERAGH DISTRICT MEETING 
 

DÚICHE AN CHUMARAIGH 
 

HELD ON 26TH FEBRUARY, 2018 IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER, CIVIC OFFICES, 
DUNGARVAN 

 
 
 
PRESENT:           
 

Cllr. Seanie Power, Cathaoirleach  
Cllr. Liam Brazil 
Cllr. Ray Murphy, 
Cllr. John O’Leary 
Cllr. Michael J. O’ Ryan 
Cllr. Declan Clune 

 
  
OFFICIALS IN ATTENDANCE:           
  
 Mr. F. Galvin, Director of Services, Roads, Water & Environment 
 Mr. J. O’Mahony, Senior Planner 

Mr. G. Hynes, Senior Engineer, Roads 
Ms. M. Goff, A/Senior Executive Engineer 
Ms. S. Breathnach, Administrative Officer, Housing 
Ms. H.  Dunphy, Meetings Administrator 

  
 
VOTES OF SYMPATHY:         
 
It was unanimously resolved that this Council extends its sympathy to the families of the late:  
 
Eddie Harrisson, Ester Daniels, Denis Maher, Teresa Doyle, Maureen Kirwan & Monthy Guiry.  
 
VOTES OF CONGRATULATIONS:         
 
None 
 
1.CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES:          
 
 
Minutes of District Meeting held 22nd January, 2018 were proposed by Cllr. O’Leary and seconded by Cllr. 
Murphy and agreed.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
2. Matters Arising  

Item 
No. 1 

 



 
Cllr. Clune asked for Economic Development on Comeragh area to be included in report and requested 
update on study into linking Portlaw to the Greenway. 
Cllr. O’Ryan asked for update on submissions regarding the boundary commission and also on plans for 
commemoration of Irish Independence.  
F. Galvin, DOS said Greenway to Portlaw hasn’t been looked at yet but will be reviewed in the future. 
Councillors were previously advised to make individual submissions to the Boundary Commission  
Cllr. O’Ryan, Cllr. O’Leary and Cllr. Murphy made their own submissions on the boundary commission 
copy of submissions to be circulated between the members.   
H. Dunphy, confirmed that Economic Development will be included on the Agenda bimonthly and Joanne 
Rothwell, Archivist has an upcoming meeting whereby ideas for the commemoration of Irish 
Independence will be discussed. 
 
Standing Orders suspended to bring forwarded Munster Vales presentation, proposed by Cllr. Power and 
seconded by Cllr. O’Leary. 
 
7. Munster Vales Project Presentation by Tríona O’Mahony       
 
Cllr. O’Ryan welcomed project and asked could Munster Vales assist with broadband for tourism as 
County is poor for broadband, what signage is being planned to show tourists they are entering Munster 
Vales and will there be an upgrade of National Roads to improve access for tourists. 
Cllr. O’Leary said the Munster Vales depicted fantastic areas in County and enquired as to the connection 
to Tourism Ireland. 
Cllr. Brazil thanked Tríona for presentation stating it was important to promote the Comeragh Mountains 
and see them getting recognition. He enquired if there was any funding for the development of the   
boardwalk from Crough Wood to Mahon Fall and a link from Comeraghs to Greenway.  
Cllr. Murphy asked would lack of accommodation in the area be a problem and would Munster Vales 
promote festivals across the area. 
Cllr. Power acknowledged presentation and supported development of access to the areas in the 
Comeraghs, suggesting inclusion of the promotion of lakes. 
 
Triona O’Mahony replied that they are working and lobbying on the development of broadband and 
signage for main entry points; it is dependent on funding and is on their priority list, improvement of roads 
is outside of their remit.  Munster Vales work in collaboration with Tourism Ireland and a member of Failte 
Ireland sits on the board of Munster Vales. They will continue to work on infrastructure projects, Crough 
Woods is included on their infrastructure list. There is a lack of accommodation but this provides an 
incentive for small B & B’s and self catering options. They have a business area that focuses on festivals 
and will promote events coming up throughout the year. 
 
 
3. Planning           
 
(a) Planning Lists – noted 
 
4. Reports 
 
(a) Planning 
 
Cllr. Clune highlighted that the ‘All Together Now’ Festival for Portlaw is very positive for the village and 
surrounding areas. 
Cllr. O’Leary requested an update on the proposed Distillery in Kilmacthomas. 
Cllr. O’Ryan asked what planning regulations is the festival subject to and is there a clearer pathway to 
the Development Plan with the announcement of the National Planning Framework. 
Cllr. Murphy asked what was the process for applying for a festival licence and requested if there would 
be engagement with residents, stated that it was very positive for the area.  He also highlighted that a 



third of planning applications are in the Comeragh area and stated that funding for the area should be 
equally reflected. 
Cllr. Brazil asked are the development of one off houses increasing in the Comeragh area and is the 
county as a whole seeing new housing estates applications. 
 
J. O’ Mahony, SP replied that an Event Licence will have to be applied for the festival and members of the 
public can make submissions up to 9th March. He will meet with steering group and see how to condition 
licence on basis of submissions and he is confident it will be a very successful event for the area. He has 
no update on the distillery but is waiting on an application to be submitted. Regarding the new 
Development Plan and the National Planning framework this starts with the development of the Regional 
Spatial Economic Strategy(RSES) which we are currently waiting on.  Meetings will be held with the 
Regional Assembly in April then Regional Authorities, this will be followed by the preparation of a 
document that will be put on public display. Following this the commencement of a new Development 
Plan would take place, probably for late summer. Planning applications were up by 30% for County since 
2014, mostly one off houses but in last year there has been an increase in housing estate development.    
 
Cllr. Power welcomes the festival for Portlaw and acknowledges benefits for Waterford. 
Cllr. O’Ryan said he would like to see the classification of the Comeragh area as structurally weak in the 
Development Plan and the need for policy to be put in place to ensure continuation of rural areas and to 
enable the enhancement of land so people want to continue living there. Supported by Cllr. Power. 
 
J. O’Mahony, SP said it’s a reserved function of Councillors and the settlement strategy is a large part of 
the Development Plan. You need to balance everything, you have to look at sustainability, impact on the 
environment and improvement of services, there has to be a level of critical mass using the services to 
ensure services will remain. There will be workshops held during the process to discuss all issues and the 
new development plan will be in place to a period of 6 years.  
 
Cllr. Brazil stated that one off houses are needed in Comeragh area to keep countryside alive, we need to 
fight for young people who want to live in countryside, services are required. 
 
 
(c) Housing  
 
Cllr. Murphy looked for update on taking in charge of Culrua, Portlaw and update on contracts for 12 
houses in Coolfin and 8 houses in Gleann Ealach. 
Cllr. Brazil asked can land be acquired to build social houses in Kilmacthomas and Kilmeadenas there is 
a need for social houses there is also a need in Kilmeaden. 
Cllr. Clune is looking for more details re. taking in charge (ie minor issues in Cois Cille), also there are 30 
acres of zoned land between Kilmeaden, Portlaw and Kilmacthomas that are council owned, what are the 
plans for this land. He also thanked the council for putting No.15 Coolfin up on Choice Based Letting. 
Cllr. O’Leary asked what is the process for families whereby overcrowding exists in the unit, can the 
council build an extension, he also asked about people living in sub standard private accommodation and 
was there any funding to assist in upgrading their house. 
Cllr. Power asked is the Council purchasing Deerpark in Clonea. 
 
S. Breathnach, AO said Culrua procurement process has been requested by the Taking in Charge team, 
Coolfin tender has been awarded to John Somers Construction Ltd. this will be a phased delivery towards 
end of 2018.  Gleann Ealach is at stage 2 approval and is in the planning process phase. Regarding the 
landbanks in Kilmacthomas at the moment the Council are concentrating in areas in Dungarvan/Tramore 
and Waterford City as it is demand led but will discuss Kilmacthomas landbank with DOS. She will ask the 
Taken in Charge estates unit to provide more details. The only option for overcrowding in a social house 
is to apply for a transfer and extensions are only built for exceptional medical need. Each case needs to 
be looked at individually and the only housing grant available is the Housing Adaptation Grant for. She 
will check out re. Deerpark.  Confirmed that Ceol na Mara tender was advertised on etender 20th February 
with a return date of 16th March, the tenders were evaluated and request for additional information due to 
the complexity of the development. The contract was awarded on the 7th July so it was a 4 ½ month 



timeframe from date of advertising to time of contract been awarded.  This was only 4-6 weeks outside of 
the normal timeframe but was due to the complexity of the works and request for further information, 
confirmed there was no major delay as has been previously stated.  
 
Cllr. Clune said it’s very positive that Coolfin Woods will be fully developed in January 2019. There are 
150/200 on the housing list in Kilmacthomas/Portlaw area so the need is evident and the demand is 
there. 
Cllr. Power stated that three quotes are required for housing adaptation schemes; this is causing a 
problem for people and said we should go back to two quotes. Cllr. O’ Leary supported this. 
 
S. Breathnach, AO said regarding housing lists they are currently concentrating on major areas but will be 
getting to smaller areas of demand. New housing needs assessment will be commencing shortly and will 
provide up to date details.  S. Breathnach confirmed that three quotes are governed by procurement 
regulations but will bring concerns and suggestions to procurement team. 
 
 
(b)  Roads 
 
Cllr. Murphy thanked council for cleanup of Fiddown Bridge, he wanted to know the timeline for 
application to LIS scheme stating it’s a positive introduction and wanted to know is Grehan boreen 
Carroll’s Cross included in the list. Requested ramp/rumble strip be put in at St. Anne’s Tce/Well Road, 
footpath is needed from St. Declan’s School to GAA pitch and what are the plans for traffic calming on 
Carrick Street and front and rear of Portlaw N.S.  He also restated and read out the issues and concerns 
re road safety at the Crehana National School.  
Cllr. O’Ryan looked for update on pedestrian safety at St. Declan’s school Kilmacthomas, could the 
junction be turned into a roundabout, acknowledged and welcomed new finger posts, the text alert system 
for Winter Maintenance Plan is good and requested availability of grit at various locations in view of the 
snow forecast for this week. He welcomed LIS and CIS and said there is a need for continuation of 
drainage works. 
Cllr. O’Leary stated that due to snow forecast re requested gritting of local roads especially the road from 
Ballyduff N.S. to the N25. He also stated he was very disappointed that funding for the Orchardstown 
Cross junction was not forthcoming. 
Cllr. Brazil concurred with Cllr. O’Leary re. gritting around the county and stated the Comeragh area is 
difficult in times of bad weather. He looked for update of traffic calming at Leamybrien and Downey’s 
Cross and closure of the road in Kilmacthomas across from the Garda Barracks. He said could C.I.S. look 
after carpark for cemetery or is it specifically for roads. 
Cllr. Power supported Cllr. Murphy re. Crehana School need for funding and welcomed LIS and CIS. 
 
G. Foley, SE advised he met with Board of Crehana School and supported their application to the 
Department of Education, and the speed limit has been lowered at certain times and there is new signage 
in place. Off street parking is required and is the way forward but both the NRA or Local Authority can’t 
fund car park it’s a matter for the school and Department of Education.  
Cllr. Murphy acknowledged work done to date by the Council but as long as there are cars on the road 
the problem will remain, a solution needs to be found. 
 
G. Foley, SE said Department have indicated they are to re-open the LIS and LA have advertised for 
additional schemes. The Local Authority have written out to last year’s applicants to see if they are still 
interested. He is unsure of funding yet, there is a timeframe for financial contribution which is 10%-15% 
but hopefully he will be able to give more time to applicants to come up with financial contribution. CIS is 
only for public roads that are in charge by Local Authority, it is a 15% or 30% contribution.  Finger posts 
allocation received and plan is to complete Part 8 process and intend to commence in coming weeks. 
Tender end of year pending additional funding. There is a plan in place for the severe weather forecast 
priority routes will be gritted first then will be spread out to regional roads and grit will be made available 
to schools prior to snow.  Orchardstown Cross will be included in 2019 application and will be prioritised. 
A survey has been carried out at Leamybrien and drawings have been finalised, Part 8 will commence in 
coming weeks. Traffic and CCTV surveys have vehicles are breaching the road markings. 



 
M. Goff A/SEE confirmed will review St. Annes Terrace and will look at rumble strips for the location . 
There is currently no funding available for the footpath from St. Declan’s to the GAA pitch, traffic 
management is in place for the road works on the Carrick Road. Will look at erecting bollards for Portlaw 
for traffic calming, she has arranged to meet with the principal of St. Declan’s school, the road opposite 
the Barracks in Kilmacthomas is due to be reopened.  
Cllr. O’Leary asked could a payment scheme for the resident’s contribution to the LIS be put in place. Cllr. 
Power asked is the criteria for LIS same as last year. G. Hynes said they have not received the criteria 
information yet and residents contribution needs to be paid in advance, it’s a condition of the scheme. 
 
Standing Orders were extended, proposed by Cllr. O’Ryan seconded by Cllr. O’Leary. 
 
 
(d)  Environment 
 
Cllr. O’Ryan said the new household recycling list is confusing ie soft plastics not allowed anymore and 
the dumping issue in Fairy House Clonmel is an issue as highlighted on National T.V. 
Cllr. Brazil said illegal dumping is an issue and asked what can be done to curtail it suggesting that fines 
should be doubled.  Need to make recycling less confusing. 
Cllr. Power asked who is responsible for safety of voluntary groups doing road clean ups. 
 
F.Galvin, DOS said the new recycling list issue is that soft plastics i.e. labels on bottles cannot be 
recycled due to the handling difficulties.  Illegal dumping levels remain the same with spikes at certain 
times but the council have deployed a lot of technology i.e. drones and are getting more prosecutions as 
a result. The responsibility of safety lies with each Community group that organises road side clean ups. 
 
Cllr. O Ryan stated that segregating plastics even further will cause more dumping. 
 
 
(e)  Community 
 
No staff present for update 
 
5. Roads Works Programme 2018   
 
Proposed by Cllr. Ryan and seconded by Cllr. Brazil and agreed by all. 
Cllr O’Ryan welcomes Roads Works Programme stating that funds for public lighting has doubled also 
increase in funding for drainage coupled with CIS/LIS/Clar is starting a new era in Comeragh area.  Cllr. 
Power stated the Clonmel to Carrick on Suir road needs attention. 
Cllr. O’Ryan asked if Comeragh area is getting a fair allocation of the budget. 
Cllr. O’Leary welcomed the programme saying it is very positive for the area. 
Cllr. Brazil welcomes the roads programme and drainage works.  
Cllr. Power asked could CLÁR be extended to other schools like Crehana. 
 
G. Hyne, SE stated the funding is increased on last year, €4.5M in 2018.  We still need more and he is 
hopeful for additional increase in funding next year. Allocations are based on road network, regional 
roads and population and Comeragh is getting its fair allocation.  He said Crehana school is not in the 
CLÁR area and those that are have received funding. 
 
Cllr O’Ryan requested that the Cathaorileach reserves the right to call a special meeting in light of the 
upcoming weather. 
 
 
6. Speed Limit Bye Laws 
 



Review of Speed Limit at Doneen proposed by Cllr. O’Leary and seconded by Cllr. Power 
 
Cllr. O’Leary said this speed limit has been an issue and is hopeful review will shorten the area affected. 
Cllr. Power supports review and highlighted numbers of complaints received by constituents. 
Cllr. O’Ryan acknowledged Council for undertaking the review.  
 
8. Correspondence    
 
None 
 
9. Notices of Motion 
 
None 
 
10. AOB     
 
Cllr. O’Leary stated that the 250K allocation per year over next 7 years towards upkeep of Mount 
Congreve is very advantageous for the Comeragh area and he welcomes it stating it’s good for business. 
Cllr. Brazil advised everyone that he has organised a cycle in aid of Mental Health/Suicide for 1st April to 
raise awareness and promote positive mental health. This is his 4th year organising this event and said it 
helps families affected as 750 people die by suicide every year. 
Cllr. Power compliments Cllr. Brazil on all the work he does for Mental Health/Suicide. 
 
 
 
Signed:_____________________  Dated:_____________ 
 Cathaoirleach 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


